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Explanation of  Website 

In comparison to the original concept ideation, the site itself  has been altered slightly, both in 
concept and layout. We have decided to completely remove the concept of  posting ‘status 
bulletins’ and event notifications from the website, both due to the complex code involved, 
and ease of  use. The site functionality has changed from a social network to connect and 
interact with musicians, to a website based directory of  musicians in the country. This change 
of  website concept has inevitably caused us to change the design of  the main site itself. We 
decided that it would be easier, and promote a better ease of  use, if  the user was presented 
with their own information upon login. This is specifically import upon first login as, in order 
to sign up, the user only has to include minimal information. Once logged in, they are then 
shown the option to include information such as Location and a Personal Bio. From there, the 
only other prime functionality of  the website is to search for other users. We decided to make 
the search bar quite big. This was so that the key functionality of  the site is clearly shown. 
The users are attracted to the bar, and thus use the site for its purpose.  

!
Key Code Description 

The code for the website is overall relatively basic in concept. However, there are certain 
sections that are in need of  explanation, and should be highlighted for the purpose of  this 
report. 
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KEY CODE DESCRIPTION

Register.php (Verification Section) 

!
The register section of  the website is all on one page. Following the original example of  a 
HTML Form, its somewhat standard for the form to redirect to another page for the to be 
processed by PHP. In our registration page (Ref. Code Image Section), we have a simple If  
Statement asking if  whatever is in the username/password field are filled in. If  they aren’t 
carry on down to the else, which is the code for the HTML Registration Form. The Form 
then redirects back to the registration page, however this time the page loads, the Username/
Password fields, along with the other necessary fields, are full. Therefore, the PHP on the page 
(above), runs. This code converts all inputted information into PHP Variables. We then check 
to see if  the username and email inputted are already in the system. In short, if  the amount 
of  rows returned, where the inputted username/email is equaled to 1, it is already in use. 
Next is to make sure the password and confirm password fields match, the password entered 
is more than 6 characters and make sure there are no spaces in the Username. If  all these 
checks come back with no errors, the code follows down to an Else Statement in which the 
user is shown a Success Message.  
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KEY CODE DESCRIPTION

Edit Profile Form 
 

!
The coding method used in this section is used in various places throughout the website. We 
called a mysql query by which we selected the username in the database where the username 
is equalled to the Session Name . Once a username was called, we then checked to see what 1

the row number was. In the form code itself, we gave each field a value (if  it already had one). 
We also disabled the username field, as if  the user accidentally left it blank, it would cause 
multiple errors throughout the website, including not being able to correctly use the query 
described above. 

We also decided to make the location a drop down, in order to control both the locations 
entered by users and in order to make the Profile pages more aesthetically pleasing. With this, 
we had dummy options (blank spaces/lines) to separate what was already entered and what 
was available for the user to input. If  the user accidentally attempts to enter one of  these 
values, it returns with the current value.  

!
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 With regards the Session Name, this was set up upon login so that the user was able to Log in and out and also 1

not be able to access various pages in the site without being logged in. In verify.php, we assigned the $_SESSION 
variable as equalled to the username which the user logs in with, therefore having a unique and common ID 
throughout the website for various tasks.



KEY CODE DESCRIPTION

Results.php For Loop 

!
In order to show multiple results for the search result page we used a for loop. Above this 
excerpt we stated the $cnt variable, which is equaled to number of  rows returned from a 
query asking for the amount of  rows containing the search word. The for loop then returns 
all results up until the amount of  results returned. There is also an if  statement informing the 
result page to link to a next page if  the results exceeds 10.  

If  the user finds another user they wish to connect with, the entry on the results page links to 
profile.php?id=(user_id). This is in order to have one profile page file for all users. Once the 
user is on the profile.php page, the code calls the id number in the url bar, and thus displays 
the relevant information from that row.  
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NOTES

Notes 
1. Design, Code and Screenshots detailed on this report may differ from the final draft of  

files on the testweb2 server. These are only minor design details such as text emphasis and 
size in certain parts.  

2. Implementation of  a password encryption feature for safely storing passwords in the 
MySQL database wasn’t achievable due to problems in verification in the login page. 
Therefore this feature was omitted. Please don’t include any valuable information when 
signing up as it is relatively accessible by those with the password or higher access. 

3. Implementation of  multiple instruments was also unachievable to date, as it was low in 
priority, and the time available near the end of  our assignment wasn’t enough to 
effectively work on this feature. 

4. When accessing the website on testweb2, you will be presented with a file directory, 
including a folder entitled ‘jammer’, along with three other junk files. Please click the 
jammer folder, and you will be directed to the correct website. 
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results.php 
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Profile.php 
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connect.php 
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Logout.php 
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IMAGES

style.css (login/register/about style) 
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siteStyle.css (main logged in section style) 
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mySQL Table Structure (users) 
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!
Work By Each Group Member 

!
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Cathal Moran 
Cathal’s main job for each week’s work was to test the website to it’s limit. For the most part 
his work consisted of  using the website and finding any errors or places of  note which could 
be improved.  

Catherine Hughes 
Catherine’s job throughout the assignment was research. This job was also shared with Cathal 
at certain points. The use of  a member doing research was fundamental to the group working 
efficiently and smoothly throughout the assignment. Along with Cathal she approached third 
party members (other course members or family/friends) to use the site. This was one of  the 
biggest points of  the assignment as numerous errors and UI flaws were pointed out. 

!
Jack Haigh 

During the assignment, Jack’s job was to take information brought to him by Catherine and 
Cathal to code the bulk of  the website. From the start it was noted he was the stronger of  the 
group when it came to coding website, thus it was made his primary job.  

!
Christian Tan 

Christian’s work throughout the assignment consisted of  partnering with Jack to code the 
website. Using the advantages of  studying Digital Media Design, Christian’s strong points 
throughout the project was to point out ways to make the site more user friendly and to 
improve and tweak the general UI of  the website. 

!
!
!
!!

!
!
!
!
!

!25GROUP 21FINAL REPORT


